Term 3 – Week 10
Principal Update

COMING
EVENTS

Monday 4/10
As the end of the term draws near, it is timely to remember some of the
wonderful events we have had this term. Our awesome Book Week Dress
Public Holiday
Up (the students and staff looked so good, well done parents, and thanks
Tuesday 5/10
to Mrs Murray and Miss Tupper for organising, and Mrs Burns for the
awesome video 😊), Year 2 to 4 Swimming (thank you teachers, teacher
School Resumes for
Aides, and Mrs Barton and office staff for organising), the start of
Term 4
interschool sport (thank you to our coaches and Mrs Steele for
organising) with some of our students being selected to represent our
great Metropolitan West Region (go you champions), the Frog and Prince Opera (thank you Mrs
Barton for organising), Big Bang Science Show (thanks Mrs Cawcutt for organising), Bandtastic
(thank you Mrs Lewis for organising), Strive to be kind day, our Olympic Dress up day, Colour
Explosion (thank you Mrs Steele for organising), Book Fair and Father’s Day stall (thanks to our
small but sensational P&C for organising) and also our yummy Tuckshop and Tuckshop Meal deals
(thank you Lauren and to our volunteers).
In curriculum, children have enjoyed the exciting lessons that our hardworking teachers created,
Year Three and Five students have received their NAPLAN results, parent/teacher interviews
have been held, and there has been much to celebrate. Everywhere you look at our school, quality
teaching is evident and the evidence is there of the continuing drive for everyone in our school
striving to be the best that they can be. Thank you to our staff for the splendid contribution you
make to our school - to our work ethic, our culture, our achievement and our reputation. It takes
a team to make this such a great school, a team where every member pulls in the same direction.
Thank you for a busy but fulfilling term.
This has also been a big term and a big year with the unpredictability of the COVID 19 pandemic.
Therefore, as we head into the last term of the year, I would like to thank my staff for all of the
extra hours they have put in this term for all of the extracurricular activities that help make life
at Churchill so rich. A special mention to the Administration Staff in our front office who are the
heart, soul and face of our school and never stop, thank you. I would also like to thank our parents
and the school community for your support and the resilience you and our students have shown
during this extremely challenging time with so many of us suffering the effects of this pandemic.
To our P&C executive who are volunteers and put in all the extra hours for our school and our
students, thank you.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the many years of service of Mrs Sue O’Connor as she
commences some well-earned long service leave, pending her retirement. Thank you, Sue, for your
devotion, professionalism, hard work, and love for our great school and for Education Queensland
over a wonderful career. Sue has made a significant difference to many students over 40 years,
and will be remembered and missed for many years to come. I wish Sue well for her leave and her
impending retirement.
As a final reminder – Due to all the infrastructure work happening over the school holidays,
including the removal of asbestos, please stay off school grounds until 6am on Tuesday 5
October 2021.
I wish all – staff, students and parents - a healthy and happy break. Take the time to enjoy the
outdoors and have a recuperative rest. Stay safe and see you all back relaxed and ready for Term
4 on Tuesday 5 October 2021.
I have included some information below regarding the importance of sleep for your children. I hope
you enjoy.
Kind Regards,
Tyrone Bruce
Principal

Keep a Watch on Our School These Holidays

With the holidays fast approaching, we need you to look out for after-hours crime in our school.
If you see anything suspicious, please call School Watch on 13 17 88.
The School Watch program is a partnership between the Department of Education, the
Queensland Police Service and the State Government Protective Security Service. It aims to
reduce vandalism, theft and arson in Queensland schools.
If you do see something suspicious, please don’t attempt to intervene. Call the School Watch
number and let the local police or State Government Protective Security Service deal with the
matter. Keep the number handy—13 17 88—and let’s work together to help create a safer school
community.

Sleeping is Good

Why sleep? Babies, children and adults all need sleep, and we spend about
one-third of our lives asleep. Children and adults need to get enough sleep
so they can play, learn and concentrate during the day. A lot happens in our
bodies and brains while we sleep. For example, when it’s dark, children’s
bodies produce growth hormone. This is one of the reasons why young
children spend so much time sleeping – their bodies and brains have so much growing to do.
About sleep for school-age children When your child sleeps well, they are more settled, happy
and ready for school the next day. Good-quality sleep helps your child concentrate, remember
things and behave well. This helps them to be a successful learner. Getting enough sleep also
strengthens your child’s immune system and reduces the risk of infection and illness. At this age

children need 10-11 hours’ sleep a night. They are usually tired after school and might look
forward to bedtime from about 7.30pm. Some children fall asleep very quickly when they go to
bed. Others sleep lightly, fidgeting and muttering for up to 20 minutes, before getting into deep
sleep. The first few hours of sleep are usually the most restful. Most dreams happen in the
second half of the night. You can read more about sleep patterns for children.
How to help children sleep well A good night’s sleep is about getting to sleep, staying asleep and
getting enough good-quality sleep. Here are some ideas that can help your child get the sleep
they need.
Bedtime routine
A bedtime routine is very important at this age. It helps your child wind down from the day. A
bedtime routine might look like this:
 6.45 pm: put on pyjamas, brush teeth, go to the toilet.
 7.15 pm: quiet time in the bedroom with a book and a bedtime story or quiet chat.
 7.30 pm: goodnight and lights out.
Relaxing before bed
After a big day at school, your child might still be thinking about many of the day’s events and
worries. If they are still thinking or worried when they go to bed, it can cause a restless night or
bad dreams. You can help your child settle and relax for sleep by
playing gentle music or a reading story together.
Good sleep habits
Your child might sleep better at night if they:
 keeps regular sleep and wake times, even on the weekend
 turns computers, tablets and TV off an hour before
bedtime
 has a quiet and dimly lit place to sleep
 gets plenty of natural light during the day
 avoids caffeine in tea, coffee, sports drinks and chocolate, especially in the late
afternoon.
The following website can provide some information:
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/school_age_sleep_nutshell.html/context/757

Deputy Principal Blast

It has been a very busy term with many exciting Churchill events and activities. You wouldn’t know
that we have had a lockdown during the term!
It has been great to have Mr Bruce at our school and to share the wonderful work completed by
staff, students and parents at Churchill.
As the term comes to a close, I would like to remind everyone of the importance of children
having regular attendance at school. With COVID-19 restrictions we have seen a drop in our
attendance rate. Our attendance goal for each student continues to be 95% or above but we
understand that this has been difficult to achieve in these challenging times, and we certainly do
not encourage children to attend school when ill. We do, however, still encourage all students to
be at school everyday as the research shows that regular attendance is integral to successful
academic, employment and social outcomes. Accordingly, it is important that students, staff and

parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of regular student attendance.
Please remember to contact the school to report an absence.
If your child
misses….

That equals….

Which is…..

and over 13 years of Which means the best your
schooling that’s...
child might perform is ...

1 day per fortnight

20 Days per
year

4 weeks per
year

Nearly 1.5 years

Equal to finishing in grade
11

1 day per week

40 Days per
year

8 weeks per
year

Over 2.5 years

Equal to finishing in grade
10

2 days per week

80 Days per
year

16 weeks per
year

Over 5 years

3 days per week

120 Days per
year

24 weeks per
year

Nearly 8 years

Equal to finishing in grade 7
Equal to finishing at grade 4

Our continued focus is to ensure we are catering for our varied student needs and differences.
Recently our staff engaged in professional development formerly known as Dr Ian Shellshear
about how to change challenging behaviour. We were given advice regarding the information
doctors and paediatricians need when schools refer families. As a school, we continue to use the
Berry Street Model to support our Champions to regulate their emotions and behaviour, and
engage with learning. Your children may have told you about the morning check-ins, Zones of
Regulation (Green, Yellow, Blue and Red), the morning circle chats and our daily social skill
PowerPoints. Churchill SS has become a model school for inclusive practices and knowing our
students well so that they can flourish.
We wish everyone a safe and happy school holiday break.
Amanda Barton and Megan Cawcutt
Deputy Principals

Term 3 Library news

Graphic novels have again been a big hit with students this term. We have
bought some new book display boxes to make it easier for the younger students
to peruse and choose a book.
In the computer lab the Preppies have had great fun using Reading Eggs to help
develop their reading skills and Year 3 have learnt how to email.
Thank you to all the students and teachers who dressed up for Book Week.
A big thank you also goes to the P&C and those parents who have donated some
fabulous books.
The Library Dragon

Prep
What another busy term we have had! Lots of ups and downs but we have yet again made it
through with lots of new learning experiences shared. This term the Preps created wonderful
rhymes, celebrated book week, science week, learnt about farming and have a number of plants
growing successfully in our gardens. We also have enjoyed learning about taking care of a goldfish
this term in our rooms. Next term is just around the corner and we are excited and sad at the
same time. Excited for the fun activities that Term 4 always bring, but sad that we will be
sending our champion Preppies off to grade 1. We wish you all a lovely break and very much look
forward to working with you all again in Term 4.
P.S- We also want to wish our wonderful Mrs Sue O’Connor a very happy retirement. She is going
to be a very dearly missed Prep Teacher and staff member at our school. She has done
marvellous things for our students over the years and we are going to be lost without her.
Best Wishes from us all in the Prep Unit!
Prep Team

Year 1
We have had so much fun learning in Year One this term. We have really enjoyed seeing the
children make great progress in their reading. Some of our highlights from this term include:




In English, we have come up with new characters to go into stories we have read. Students
interviewed each other about their new characters.
In Technology, we made stop motion videos of how the day sky can change.
We celebrated 100 days of learning with fun activities.

The children have all transitioned smoothly into our new learning space and we are looking
forward to the term ahead.
Year 1 have been so lucky to have Mrs O’Connor on our team this year and we wish her all the
best in her retirement. We will miss you Mrs O’Connor!

Year 2

Year 2 News from the Land of Marvellous Medicine
Where has the term gone yet again!
We wrote procedures as we read ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’. We made various medicine from
things we found around the school earlier in the term. Finally, we made our own marvellous
medicine using ice cream and a variety of strange goodies. It was very yummy.
In Maths, we tried to tell the time and use our problem-solving skills.
Learning about life cycles and growing seeds proved to be very tricky this year. We had several
attempts with strange blue magical bean seeds as well as brown bean seeds. Our potatoes and
petunias are growing in our pots. Every day was a drama as we tried to grow them.
We have mimed being frogs or butterflies and enjoyed our swimming lessons too.
Book week was an awesome affair as Year 2 took out many of the awards.
We are looking forward to next term where we are learning to sew! Mrs Murphy is so excited as
she can’t wait to display her not so awesome sewing skills.
Best wishes,
Year 2

Year 3
3H in The Hive
The class has been engaged in learning and special occasions have been celebrated in style.

We donned the green and gold for
Olympic activities.

Mrs Haviland cooked pancakes
for the class

We were treated to the
performance of The Frog Prince
Opera

In Reading Groups we learnt
about clouds

Book Week

We always strive to be KIND

Mr Bruce presented
Kindness Awards in
the class

Awards for Stars in
the classroom

3R News
This term we have had a fantastic term! We enjoyed book week, science experiments, finding
patterns in the playground and so much more! We are looking forward to so many more activities
next term!

Year 4
4B NEWS
As our term is quickly drawing towards a close, it is time to reflect and celebrate the efforts of
our students.
I’ve been very happy with the care and consideration our students have place towards improving
their skills and knowledge in a variety of areas this term. In Mathematics, we focused on
concepts like measurement and fractions. We even had a watermelon day to assist us with
working out fraction problems.
Our English and HASS had a special focus on early Australian history and the First Fleet.
Students had to write their own historical recount from the point of view of someone who was
involved in the First Fleet. A lot of work was put into creating these recounts. I cannot wait to
see the students perform, by reading their recounts next term! Our St Helena excursion next
term will be a fantastic experience for the students in regards to learning about convict life.
Our students effort and behaviour during the swimming block last week was fantastic! A valuable
and important experience for our students.
Thank you for your support over the term. Have a great holiday and we’ll work hard and have fun
again next term!

4G NEWS
Our bright learning this term.
Year 4 have had a busy term learning about early settlement of Australia for both our HASS and
English units and read many interesting texts around this topic.
We explored measurement, symmetry and fractions in Mathematics, doing a lot of hands on
activities to establish this knowledge.
For Science, we investigated the best mixing medium for ochre painting across a number of
situations, exploring Aboriginal and Torres-Strait Islander art styles.
From the teacher
We have been very happy with all the WOWs earned this term, and with the class effort to keep
the learning space tidy, neat and ready for learning each day!
Our favourite reads
We loved reading Eliza Bird: child convict and Convict Jack as part of our curriculum this term,
learning a lot of historical language from the time.

Year 5

‘The Kennel’ and ‘The Enchanted’ have had an action-packed Term Three! Highlights include: The
Frog Prince Opera, Mini Olympics, learning about the Gold Rush in History and Drama, creating a
narrative photo story based on the poem ‘The Man From Ironbark’, Interschool Sport and the
Book Week Dress Up.
Well done Year Five! Your teachers are super proud of your efforts especially in reading, fivestar sentence writing, using your tool box to be in the Green Zone for learning, recalling your
times tables and maths problem solving.
Enjoy your spring holidays and see you in Term Four for another fun filled term.
Mrs Olsen and Miss Erhardt.

Year 6
6B

Term 3 is ending and 6B have enjoyed creating their own Pokemon cards with character names,
descriptions and abilities. The Bakery crew have worked well together to choreograph dance
routines which they perform in front of their classmates. Throughout the term, the class wrote
letters to the future describing life in 2021 as a grade 6 students at Churchill SS. They learnt
about natural disasters in Science, studied the diversity that exists between countries of the
world and enhanced their knowledge and understanding of percentages, decimals and fractions in
Mathematics. Interschool sport finally kicked off and will continue next term.
After a well-deserved holiday, we are excited about not just the final term of the year but the
final term of Primary School. It’s hard to believe it has come around so quickly! There is still
plenty of work to get through as well, as we start preparing for graduation.

6M - News from The No-Drama-Llamas
6M have had a fantastic term and I am so proud of how hard everyone has worked!
Congratulations.
We have begun preparing for High School and more independence and everyone is rising to the
challenge.
We celebrated excellent behaviour and enjoyed some fun science experiments and dance
performances.
Can't wait to see what amazing things everyone achieves next term. Wishing all 6M families a
safe and enjoyable holiday.
Mrs Mechen

Year 4 Excursion to St. Helena Island

On Tuesday 12 October, an excursion to St. Helena Island has been organised for our Year 4
students. This excursion will help to enrich and reinforce their studies of convict history and early
colonisation of Australia. Payments and Permission forms are due on Friday 8 October.

Pre Prep Program @ Churchill
Our Pre-Prep Program will commence on Wednesday 27 October and run for four Wednesday’s up
to and including Wednesday 17 November. For your child to attend, enrolment forms must be
submitted and an interview held with our Principal. For more information, please contact the office.

Date Claimer
Monday 4 October
Tuesday 5 October
Tuesday 5 October
Wednesday 6 October
Friday 8 October
Tuesday 12 October
Tuesday 12 October
Thursday 21 October
Friday 22 October
Wednesday 27 October
Friday 29 October

Public Holiday – Queen’s Birthday
First Day of Term 4
Prep Hearing Screening
KAMBU Hearing Screening
Year 4 St. Helena Island – PAYMENT DUE
Prep Vision Screening
Year 4 St. Helena Island – 7:30am at school
Grandparent’s Morning
Loud Shirt Day
Pre Prep Starts - runs for 4 Wednesdays
World Teacher’s Day

Wednesday 3 November
Friday 5 November
Wednesday 10 November
Thursday 11 November
Wednesday 17 November
Friday 19 November
Friday 29 November

Pre Prep
Tuckshop Day
Pre Prep
Remembrance Day
Pre Prep
P & C School Trivia Night
Volunteers Morning Tea

Thursday 2 December
Monday 6 December
Monday 6 December
Tuesday 7 December
Wednesday 8 December
Thursday 9 December
Friday 10 December

Christmas Stall and Tuckshop Meal Deal
Awards Morning
Year 6 Graduation – More info to come
Churchill has talent
Christmas Rotations and Year 6 Excursion
Break Up Day
Last day of term 4 2021 – Clean Up Day

Monday 24 January 2022
Wednesday 26 January 2022

School Starts for 2022
Australia Day Public Holiday

