
Term 4 – Week 10
Term 4 Principal Update

2021 – What a Massive Year, bring on a positive 2022! 
I am stunned at just how quickly it has flown. I am also very proud of our 
students, staff and community for what we have achieved. The global 
pandemic has impacted (and continues to impact) on everyone; however, 
the resilience we have all shown to be able to pivot on our daily routines 
at very short notice is remarkable. Each morning, I watch with great pride 
(as do many of our parents) our young students walking to their classroom, 
on their own, prepared for the day ahead. Our students have shown us 
just how independent they can be and just how mature they can be. 
Parents, you should be very proud of your child/ren! 

Term Four Events

With school finishing this Friday 10 December for the Christmas Holidays, I would like to acknowledge 
some of the wonderful events we have had during Term Four and thank all Staff, our P&C volunteers, 
and our OSHC and Tuckshop Staff, for your energy and support with the following events: 

 Interschool Sport
 Hearing and Prep Vision Screening
 Jennifer Howard Visit - State Member for Ipswich
 Rise – Music Camp
 State School’s Touch Football Championships in Townsville for Koby and Briella
 Bremer SHS Music tour
 Year 5 Excursion to Parliament House and the Botanical Gardens
 Loud shirt day –This is to support children who are deaf or hard of hearing
 High school transition to Bremer SHS  
 Grandparent’s Morning
 Bremer SHS Music tour
 Year 4 Excursion to St Helena
 World Teachers Day – Thank you to the P&C and the Tuckshop for your support of our Teachers
 Tuckshop Day
 Virginia State School Band Performance
 Remembrance Day

2022 Staffing
Congratulations to Mrs Tamara Boan who has been appointed as the Acting Head of Inclusion (HOI) until 
the end of Term 1 2022 at this stage, with the possibility of extension. I would also like to welcome Mr 
Thomas Kulich as a new transfer in from Far North Queensland to join our Green Room Inclusion 
Teaching Team. Mrs Kerry Robinson (GO) will also increase her fraction to 0.9 (9 days a fortnight) in 
2022 as well. We have also been approved by Education Queensland to have a Psychologist appointed 

Coming Events
 Thursday 25 January 

“Aussie Day” - come 
dressed in Aussie 
Themed clothing and 
bring a gold coin 
donation.

 Friday 2 February will 
be the First Parade for 
2018, including our 
badge ceremony—All 
Welcome

COMING EVENTS

Monday 24/01/22

School Resumes

Wednesday 26/01/22

Australia Day

Public Holiday



0.4 (2 days a week) next year which will be a wonderful addition to our school. I am happy to also welcome 
Mr Richard Johnston as our Music Teacher 0.4 (2 days a week) in 2022.

It is with selfish disappointment that I have to sadly announce that our amazing HOD-C/DP (Megan), has 
decided to take 6 months Long Service Leave for Semester 1, 2022. However, while one star takes a 
break, other stars will emerge and rise to the challenge. I would like to congratulate Mrs Lorette Steele 
who has been the successful applicant for Deputy Principal 0.4 and will continue to work as our H&PE 
Specialist 0.4. Congratulation also to Mrs Vicki Murray who has been the successful applicant for the 
HOD-C position 0.4 and will continue to work as our Teacher Librarian 0.6.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge Mrs Elle Gill’s work this year at Churchill State School as she 
commences a Year 5/6 Teacher Role in 2022 at Darra State School. At this stage, Mrs Gill will return to 
Churchill State School in 2023.

Infrastructure 
The outdoor learning area (OLA) outside the library, has been completed, with our students and teachers 
loving this new learning area. The refurbishment of the Junior Toilets and the Year 1 spaces have also 
been completed. 

Thank you to the P&C for the $30000 donation to the Junior Prep OLA Alteration Works. This will 
commence on Monday 13 December 2022 and should be completed by Week One, 2022.

The staff carpark will also be upgraded over the holidays with a new concrete surface. We will lose access 
to this area in Week 10 this term; however, it should be ready for use by Week One, 2022.

End of Year Procedures
As you would be aware, school finishes on Friday 10 December. Churchill State School will celebrate 
break up day on Thursday 9 December with Friday 10 December devoted to clean up, moving and 
preparation for 2022. 
Friday is a non-uniform day; however, students still need to wear appropriate sun safe clothing with 
closed in shoes.

Each class will be communicating their break up day activities with regards to class parties. Expect to 
see an email from the class teacher before break up day.  2022 Class Lists and room location have been 
announced in Week 9 with a moving up transition Day last Friday 3 December 2022.

What’s your plan for these holidays?
What have you planned to do as a family this holiday period? Never has it been more important to take 
every opportunity to strengthen the family unit and in my humble opinion, there is no better way than to 
go on a great holiday somewhere as a family. Some of my kids’ best memories have been of our family 
holiday adventures. So, what are you doing this break? 
Acknowledgement
Thank you to our staff for the splendid contribution you make to our school - to our work ethic, our culture, 
our achievement and our reputation. It takes a team to make this such a great school, a team where 
every member pulls in the same direction. Thank you for a busy but fulfilling term. Thank you to our 
Churchill Champion Students for your efforts and dedication to your school. Finally, thank you to our 
parent body/community for your support in 2021.

I wish all – staff, students and parents - a healthy and happy break. Take the time to enjoy the outdoors 
and have a recuperative rest. Stay safe and see you all back relaxed and ready for Term 1 on Monday 
24 January 2022. 

I have included some information below regarding the importance of keeping a watch on our school – 
Thank You.

Kind Regards,

Tyrone Bruce
Principal



KEEP A WATCH ON OUR SCHOOL THESE HOLIDAYS
With the holidays fast approaching, we are asking you to look out for after-hours crime in our 
school. 

If you see anything suspicious, please remember to call the School Watch number – 13 17 88

The School Watch program is a partnership between the Department of Education and Training, 
the Queensland Police Service and the State Government Protective Security Service. It aims to 
reduce vandalism, theft and arson in Queensland schools. If you would like to know more about 
the School Watch program, please call our Emergency and Security Management Unit on (07) 
3034 6013

Deputy Principal Blast

Congratulations to our Churchill Champions for their resilience and perseverance to complete 
their end of year assessments! Where has the year gone?! 
Megan and I would like to thank all of our parents for their continued guidance and support of our 
champions to do their best. We are so grateful to work alongside such a wonderfully supportive 
community. We would also like to thank the staff who are committed to all of our students and 
supportive of each other in the delivery of quality learning experiences. Finally, we would like to 
thank the students, especially our departing year 6s, for Churchillian behaviour. 
This has been a busy term with the Year 5 excursion to Parliament House and Year 4 excursion to 
St Helena Island.  As we write this before our final week of school, we look forward to all the 
wonderful events that will occur: Churchill’s Got Talent and our Christmas Rotations. Our 
students have celebrated their achievements in both sport and music and we continue to 
celebrate their enormous growth in reading from Prep to Year 6. 
This year we have implemented the Berry Street Model for Trauma Informed Practice. Combined 
with the use of Zones of Regulation, the strategies are proven to assist all students to regulate 
their emotions and be focussed and ready to learn. Churchill is using these strategies 
consistently across the school. Please ask your students about our Morning Circles, our daily 
greetings, brain breaks and Ready to Learn plans.   
We would like to say goodbye to those families who are leaving us this year and wish you well for 
all future endeavours. Once a Churchill Champion, always a Churchill Champion! 
Megan and I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Looking forward to 
seeing most of you back at school in 2022!
Amanda Barton and Megan Cawcutt

https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/warrigalroadss/media/135/200615104756431/300x198/school_watch2_300x198.png


Student Services

Churchill State School has provided a range of supports to our students in 2021.  Students have 
visited the Green Room where support staff have helped them to regulate their emotions to 
ensure that they are ready to learn in the classroom.  Support has also been provided through 
reading intervention, both in the classroom and in smaller support groups.  Many students 
participated in our Zones of Regulation lessons to help them better understand their emotions 
and how to respond appropriately when they feel unsettled.  Craft Club was also held weekly to 
support students to make new friends and build on self-esteem.  These are just some of the 
great ways that our staff work with our Churchill Champions to support them on their pathway 
for success. 

We look forward to continuing to work with our Churchill Champions in 2022.

The Inclusion Team

Tamara Boan (Head of Inclusion), Kerry Robinson (Guidance Officer), Michelle Byrne (Support 
Teacher, Literacy and Numeracy), Rebecca Allery and Sally Garner (Inclusion Teachers), Narelle 
Herbst, Terri Stanford, Kylie Tupper (Inclusion Teacher Aides)

The School office will be closed from Wednesday 15 December 2021.  It will reopen on 
Monday 17 January 2022.  Please note that School recommences on Monday 24 January 2022.

Term 4 Library news

Office Closure over the Vacation



We would like to start by thanking all of our wonderful Prep families for 
your help and support throughout this year. It has been great to work with 
you to support  your childs learning. We are feeling sad that we are saying 
goodbye to these beautiful children already, but we know they are ready to 
move onto grade 1. We wish all our families a safe and relaxing holiday and 
we look forward to seeing you all in 2022. 

Mrs Twiner, Mrs McBryde, Ms Tones and Ms G 

Prep



Year 1
End of Year One Newsletter

As we race towards the end of the year we can look back on how far our children have come this 
year. It has been a great year filled with so much fun, laughter and happiness. Our children have 
worked so hard all year and we have loved watching them develop and grow into independent and 
enthusiastic learners. They have made such massive gains both socially and academically, 
especially with phonograms and reading.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents and carers for their support this 
year. It has been a pleasure teaching your children and we wish them all the best in Year 2.

Kind regards,

Year One Team 

                 

      

Year 2
Hi from 2M! 

This term has been enormous, we 

have been looking at a 
number of local events. We 
participated in a fun run 
late last term, swimming 
early this term and 
participated in a ball 



games inter house competition. 2M have learnt about recycling and caring for our environment and 
have eagerly managed and maintained a garden bed to enjoy. We wrote alternative endings to 
stories and enjoyed a variety of art and craft activities. Transport was enjoyable to learn about, 
we looked at the history and pictures of travelling in old Ipswich. Have a great holiday and stay 
safe.

Cool Cat Chronicles 
We are the most amazing group of Churchillians in 2 N. We began our journey with our Cool Cat 
Glasses. We celebrated birthdays, special days and anything we could along the way, with laughter 
and food. 
Reading, Writing and Caring for each other are a few of our many super powers. 
 From persuasive and narrative texts, we became authors, illustrators, actors and poets. 
Being Mathematicians, we tried to learn our Number Facts. What learn our Number Facts! That’s what 
Mum, Dad and calculators are for, aren’t they?  Using work dough, we made 2D and 3D shapes but the 
best part was having a mere few minutes to have it as playdough! Counting coins and notes, giving the 
correct change has given our teacher many a sore head. 
As we searched atlases, we discovered our nearest neighbours and found some of the places where 
the ANZACS were. 
As professors of science, we discovered during our many investigations that our clever crows liked to 
check our seeds and at times flew off swiftly with pieces of our investigations. We created bags and 
toys that move from recycled materials. Water is precious so we investigated ways to reduce our 
wastage and conserve it. 
As artists we took on Ipswich Show and won a few places! We have been learning Auslan and are 
trying to use it when we sing the national anthem. 
‘Where are the classroom keys?’ became a ritual throughout the year.

We are the Cool Cats –a magnificent group of students.
PRACTICALLY PERFECT IN SO MANY WAYS!

On behalf of this amazing group of ‘COOL CATS’, would like to wish you a great holiday.

Year 4
The end of our Year 4B experience together is drawing to a close. I am a very proud teacher who 
has had the pleasure to teach your loved one over the course of this year. 

Our class will have many positive memories of our time together this year. The highlights I will 
treasure include working with your children in small groups to develop their mathematical, reading 
and writing skills. Our “Writing on Demand” sessions have pleased me in regards to seeing the 
students develop their writing skills and creativity. Our excursion to Saint Helena Island also 
provided some great experiences and learning opportunities for our students.



I have seen many examples of growth and kindness through the year. From striving to improve 
their number facts and algorithm skills during our morning practice through to developing our 
abilities as creative writers, our students have shown qualities of persistence. Kindness is a major 
quality in our classroom with our students being eager to help another student in need.  These 
qualities make our class a very special group.

I’d like to thank our students and parents for your support through the year. You have helped to 
make our year a successful, happy time. I hope you have a wonderful break!

Thank you

Mr Bossert

Year 5
‘The Kennel’ and ‘The Enchanted’ have had an amazing, action packed year!

Highlights from year five include reading ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ and ‘Storm Boy’, using 
cursive handwriting, gaining our pen licences, the poetry unit, designing a photo story based on 
‘The Man From Ironbark’ , designing excel spreadsheets, researching Japan and the gold rush in 
history, learning about animal adaptations and the solar system in science, science experiments 
relating to light and matter, raising and lowering the flag every day,  interschool sports, crafts 
club, sculpting clay pots in art,  gardening with Chappy Karl, our excursion to Parliament House 



and the Botanical Gardens and finally incursions including Kops in Kilts, The Frog Prince Opera and 
the Big Bang Science show. 

Year Five would like to thank our amazing teacher aides Mrs Thorley and Mr Ah Sam for their 
patience and dedication. Thanks also to the parents from year five also for your continued 
support.  We have seen some fantastic improvements – especially in reading and times tables. 
Finally, thank you to the children of year five who have accepted the challenge of the increased 
expectations of year five. All students have worked very hard this year and should be very proud 
of their achievements.  Good luck in year six and in the future.  You are all now leaders of the 
school.                                                                                

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.

Kind regards,

Trudy Olsen and 
Vanessa Erhardt.

                          

Year 5-O (The Kennel) has had a very busy but productive term with many highlights. One of 
these was our trip to Parliament House which gave students a better understanding of the 
process of creating new laws, especially after role playing the passing of a new bill. Recently we 
were thrilled to have Kops in Kilts perform a fabulous show for the entire school. Many of our 
students have applied for leadership roles and we thank you for supporting them in this quite 
daunting but exciting process. We wish them all well and look forward to meeting our new school 
leaders of 2022. Regardless of whether they are offered an official position or not, they will all 
be our new year 6 leaders. We would like to thank you for working with us to help support your 
child's learning journey and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year. Enjoy this 
much needed break with family and friends and we look forward to seeing your child back for 
year 6 in 2022.

Year 6
Final News from The No-Drama Llamas 
As we draw near to the end of the semester
and our year sixes prepare to graduate,
we can reflect on a really terrific year 
with a fantastic bunch of kids! 6M have so many great 
memories to look back on from 2021 and I am very proud of “my team”. Congratulations on all your 
hard work students of 6M, you are ready to head off to high school as Churchill Champions. 
Thanks for all your hard work and thank



you to all the parents/carers for your valued support throughout the year.
I will truly miss this group of students and wish every one of them all the best.
Have a safe and wonderful Christmas everyone.   Sarah Mechen 

Date Claimer
DECEMBER 2021

Tuesday 7 December Churchill Has Talent
Wednesday 8 December Christmas Rotations and Year 6 Excursion
Thursday 9 December Break Up Day
Friday 10 December Last day of term 4 2021 – Clean Up Day

JANUARY 2022

Monday 24 January 2022 School Starts for 2022
Wednesday 26 January 2022 Australia Day Public Holiday

APRIL 2022

Friday 1 April 2022 Last day of Term 1
Friday 15 – Monday 18 April Easter Public Holiday
Tuesday 19 April Term 2 Commences
Monday 25 April ANZAC Day Public Holiday

   


